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MARTIN RAMIREZ - THE LAST WORKS

Ricea/Maresca Gallery, Mow York, October Z-Movember 29 3008
American Muteum of Folk At, New York, Oclaber 7 20a8-Apail 12 26049,

Jusi ower a year agpo, news beoke that, im noesthern California, Tormer
pullic-scheal teacher Pegdy Dunievitz had come lerward as the owner of
144 pencllon-paper and mloed-media drawings that were alsumed 1o
have Been made by Martin Ramirez (1805-1063). The hitherie unknown
works by the legendary, Mexican-bosn cutsider artist, who had
vigfabiesd to the WS, in 1924 amd spant the |ast hall of his lile b
pswchiairke hospltals, hed been stashed away in her garage for
mAny yess,

Dunievitz’s late fatherdn-Lw, O Max Dunlevitz, had served as
the dinectar of DeWitl Stale Hospital, & psychiatric-care Facility in Bubure,
California, wiwere Ramiter had resided for the last 15 years of hiz life and
whiend he died, Dusing the last (hdee pears Belore Bamires's death, Dr,
Dunievitz supplied him with ari-making materlals, and the self-Laught
artist gawe the physician dozens al his uneSeal drawings, In 1963, a8
DeWitt, Or. Duniewiiz caganised the first posthumows eshibitlon of
Ramirers art. The works the doctor Bad received from the Breis) wede
those which Peggy Dunievitz had inherited and which kad been stored
far decades im her home.

In Otober 2007, she revealed that she had had the drawings
aufhendicaled and had choden Bicio/Manesia, & will-known Mew Yok
galbery in the pwisiderart and contemporany-an ficlds, 1o oversee thels
consersation and Bring them to markel. Since then, adminess of salf-
taught astists” woaks have had one burning gquestion in mind: When
would the public have an opportunity 1o Se¢ them?

I Wew York ihis past aufuma, beo public shewings of the
rediscowered Bamire: diawings took place. On October 2, twenty pieces
Brgen ghe Dunievitg heddings went on display &1 REcco/Maresca; several of
the works had been sodd before the gallenys exhibilion opened. A the
American Folk Anl Missoum, which had presented a compeehensive,
rebrospective survey of Ramirer™ art in early 207 before the news of
ghe Dunigvite hoddings becams Enown, an eshibition Cibed “Matin
Bamirez: The Last Works' presents 25 more of the ‘new’ Ramirer works,
gheee of which have Bidn donated (0 U s,

Simply put, the rediscovered works by the classlc auldider
whi evaked the miral aad Boman Cakalic iosography of his hosseland
through his depictions of chuwches, Madonnas, homemen and
Wndicipis arg favishing. Bechuse they wire bl untouched Por 5o ISRE,
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thaey g in memarkably geod physical condilion. Mantewed, (ansefvalan
wiho have freaied ihe fagile works on paper have ressoved harmbul bits
al celloghane tape asd remnants of Fubber ¢emend thal Ramiser Bad
used 1o join fogether nemercus sheets of paper to oreate large drawing
g faties for individual works.

Dne drawing. which is almost six meders (roughly 19 feet) in
length, 18 34 bald, dynasic and formally invenlive 48 By emalemalic
wodk of the pop or minimalist at movements of the 19605 and 19705 H
shows stacked rows of rectangular arches marchisg with & jausty rhythm
horizontally across a vast pictorial space. In this grand image, evidence
of Bamirezs antistry — of his keen composiicnal and design decisicns —
gan b seen in kis elfgctive use of epetition (& pop ast halbmark), the
simplicily of his forms (3 mainstay of minimalist aedthetics] and the
purpaseiul usevemness of his stacked rows of arches,

'These's mothing random in Ramirers work - ewer obierved
ik an dealer Frank Maresca of Ricoo/Mamesca, whe offered Baw Wsion
a preview of the newly rediscovered drawings belose the openings of the
P Mew Yodk exhibitions, "These ‘sew’ pieces ungeestionably prove thal
Ramdrez was an aflst whose work dramadically changed and ewolved,'
Mamesca added

Because ithey had been well-preserved, the rediscovered
waiks, which wede made with megulsd pendil, coloemd pendils and
gousche, appear more vivid than the more faded and famillar works by
Ramsines 1 hawvd Bibn showa publichy and widely mpaoduced over the
past three decades. The colours im the ‘new” works are fresh and rich: in
thess pictudes, the amists imaginative line B mang confident than ever,
and ke offers wnespected vanations of pasi, Famillar maolifs, incleding
haorsemes Blowing giant lrumpiets and Spanish galleans is Rl
scagperated sall, s#1 agalnst tuequolse skies. In the rediscovered works,
Ramirezr™s patlern-making — in kis fusneltubular forms. 1B fipples of
wawes and all these arches = are a5 Inventive as anyihéng bn hand-draen
of computer-penersled contempsarary art, His arches recall the ssodermis)
Paid Klee's playful treatment of this same elegant, architectsal motif.

Unl#l the Dumigwvitz holdings esedged, osly arsund 308
Ramirez works were Kndmn o Bhawe eisted. The newly rediscovernsd
drawings could farever alber (B ways in which (ki singular artist™s entire
body of work is appreciated amd wnderstood. 'With the Two recent Hew
fork presentations &nd the catalogwe Ehe Américam Folk Aft Muséeum has
published to atcompany its exhibition, itk serious and probing
recondideration of Bamivez's entire afistic career had Begun.

Edward Gomaez
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